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DAY 1: Thursday, November 20

11:00 AM – 12:45 PM Trainee Networking & Career Development Lunch (brunch provided)
1:00 – 1:10 PM Opening Remarks — Perez & Lorenz

1:10 – 2:40 PM — Session I: Host Responses to Fungal Pathogens 
(Session Chair: Karen Wozniak)

1:10–1:25 — William Carpenter
A Novel Murine Model of Severe Trauma Associated Mucormycosis 
1:25–1:40 — Nawal Abdul-Baki
Discovering the Immunosuppressive Role of Myeloid-Derived Suppressor Cells (MDSCs) Using a Vaccine Model of Pulmonary Coccidioidomycosis
1:40–1:55 — Ayesha Nair
MHC-I upregulation and increased glucose dependence define innate antifungal immune responses to Cryptococcus neoformans
1:55–2:10 — Lizette Rios
Cathelicidin-Mediated Modulation of Cardiac Immune Response during Fungal Sepsis
2:10–2:25 — Dikshanta Luitel
Effect of Ire1 Inhibitor 4μ8C on the Response of Innate Immune Cells against Aspergillus fumigatus
2:25–2:40 — Rajesh Palanisamy
Mucor circinelloides Suppresses Dectin-1-Driven Inflammatory Pathways to Evade Macrophage Defenses

2:40 – 3:00 PM
Coffee Break & Networking

3:00 – 4:30 PM — Session II: Fungal Biofilms & Antifungal Resistance 
(Session Chair: Bao Vu)
3:00–3:15 — Samuel Cobb
Fpk1 functions as a mediator of triazoles and amphotericin B resistance in Nakaseomyces glabratus (aka. Candida glabrata)
3:15–3:30 — Weerakkody Sanduni Ranasinghe
The Dark Side of the Medicine Cabinet: Impact of Medications on Antifungal Resistance 
3:30–3:45 — Darian Santana
Antifungal Resistance Evolvability in Candida auris
3:45–4:00 — Ishani Paithankar
Characterization of Genetic Mechanism of Antifungal Peptide Drug Resistance in Candida glabrata
4:00–4:15 — Luisa F. Gómez Londoño
Novel cyp51A-independent determinants of triazole resistance in clinical isolates of Aspergillus fumigatus identified by in vitro evolution
4:15–4:30 — Anthony Rudd
The Lubbock Chronic Wound Biofilm Model Allows for Interkingdom Biofilm Formation But Does Not Impart Antifungal Tolerance

4:30 – 4:45 PM  
Coffee Break & Networking

4:45 – 5:45 PM — Keynote Address Dr. Deborah Hogan, Professor, Dartmouth

Note: a shuttle will run folks to Valhalla then to Hungry’s and from Hungry’s to the Marriott. Student ambassadors will also be available to walk people to Valhallas and Hungrys should folks want to stretch their legs.

6:00 – 7:15 PM Reception — Valhalla, 6100 Main St, Houston, TX 77005
7:30 – 9:30 PM Conference Dinner — Hungry’s Café, 2356 Rice Blvd

Generous support provided by our generous sponsors:
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DAY 2: Friday, November 21

8:00 – 8:30 —  Continental Breakfast provided at the BRC 

8:30 – 9:45 AM — Session III: Drug Discovery, Novel Therapeutics & Clinical Context 
(Session Chair: Jesús Romo)
8:30–8:45 — Kendall Esparrago
Mechanistic Insights into a Small Molecule Inhibitor of Candida albicans Filamentation
8:45–9:00 — Sarah Cunningham
Inhibition of Candida albicans and Candida auris planktonic and biofilm growth using plant-derived bioactive compounds
9:00–9:15 — Reimi Navarro
Design and Evaluation of a Novel Recombinant Antigen for a T Cell-Based Vaccine Against Coccidioidomycosis
9:15–9:30 — Laura Doorley
Clinical emergence and spread of Candidozyma auris outbreak lineages harboring mutations in RBA1
9:30–9:45 — María Alejandra Pérez
Changes in Epidemiology of Candidemia in the United States with a Focus on Candidozyma auris

9:45 – 10:15 AM —Elevator Talks 
(Session Chair: Luis Vega)
9:45–9:48 — Amin Mannan
From Susceptible to Stubborn: The Evolutionary Genomics of Amphotericin B Resistance in Candida auris
9:48–9:51 — Matthew Mendoza Barker
Investigating the Impact of Diabetes on Immune Responses and Therapeutic Outcomes in Coccidioidomycosis
9:51–9:54 — Garrett Weeks
Delineating Genetic Determinants of Echinocandin Resistance in Candidozyma (Candida) auris
9:54–9:57 — Camila F. Ramirez
Determining whether a calcineurin–GAP pathway exists in Candida auris
9:57–10:00 — ANA SOUZA
Dissecting the contribution of putative ABC transporter genes to triazole antifungal resistance in Aspergillus fumigatus
10:00–10:03 — Megan T. Medrano
Refining a Differentiated Gut Epithelium Model to Study Fungal–Bacterial Interactions
10:03–10:06 — César Javier Torres Cortés
Role of the cAMP-PKA pathway in mitochondrial fusion and fission in Mucor lusitanicus
10:06-10:09 — Dawson Otey
Cla4 is important for fitness and drug resistance in Nakaseomyces glabratus (aka. Candida glabrata)


10:15 – 10:40 AM
Coffee Break & Networking

10:40 – 11:55 AM — Session IV: Fungal Pathogenesis 
(Session Chair: Alison Coady)
10:40–10:55 — Amir H. Davari
Leveraging Functional 'Hot Spots' in Candidalysin for Therapeutic Management of Vulvovaginal Candidiasis
10:55–11:10 — Sara Gaiser
Translational Regulation of Candida albicans Virulence Properties by the Asc1 Phospho-signaling Molecule, eIF4E-binding Proteins, and Ssd1 RNA-binding Protein
11:10–11:25 — Gabriela Maldonado
A link between calcineurin and the amino acid permease BycA for virulence in Mucor
11:25–11:40 — Macario Osorio Concepción
Chromatin-modifying protein Gcn5 as a regulator of the growth and virulence of Rhizopus microsporus
11:40–11:55 — Nasim Ahmadi
Dissecting the Candida albicans Glycogen Accumulation Network

12:00 – 12:50 PM
Lunch (provided)

1:00 – 2:00 PM — Session V: Interkingdom Interactions & Genetic Tools/Systems 
(Session Chair: Pedro Miramón)
1:00–1:15 — Kimberly Garcia
Genetic Dissection of Virulence and Host Interactions in Candida auris
1:15–1:30 — Ciera Duffy
Salmonella Typhimurium antagonization of Candida albicans
1:30–1:45 — Harrison Thorn
A ΔsepM suppressor screen identifies NsdD as a negative regulator of septation in Aspergillus fumigatus
1:45–2:00 — Quanita Choudhury
Constructing a gene drive-based transformation system for Mucoralean molds

2:00 – 3:00 PM 	Career Development Panel (Non-Academic Paths)
3:00 – 3:15 PM 	Awards & Business Meeting (Conference Close)
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